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Abstract

Sinee India is a story lover country’ folklore has ¢
p the different colonr ¢
wly of years, people

Jgte Impaact o1 soclely. Folk lterayy,
ulires of tribal. Tribal languagey o,

dialect Ve have no “”'l)f lor ,"""h*( have /}ﬂb’” ﬂ[)l‘(!(lt//ll}{ [I’L’JL’ f/”/[[’e,
ialects. They have no senpl. 4
‘ strong foundation of these folk traditions. Bhil folklore iy p,

aspsiverhally in groups. Folklores are a ”
;ﬁ‘- cf;‘b;n,;n ro\k rhis{ The study of Jija Sonawane on the Bhilli folk people of Mllllc’gaaﬂll ;’lmll Prove;
= 10 be vital and constructive. Dr. Sonawane emphasized the Jolk /)rlncllple.s revealed by earlio
: practitioncrs as well as she has expressed the life of Bhillas through their myths and songs, theiy
’ cmvironment, life expectancy, faiths, values and beliefs. The book unfolds translation of folk tale;

. and songs into Marathi language and expresses its features. The present research paper focuse;
rfectly elaborated the uniqueness of Bhilli

mainly on Bhilli folk tales. Jija Sonawane has per,
~amiigaw folkiales in her book. Few folktales are taken into account 10 illustrate these people’s nature
3 oricnted lifestyle, traditions, rituals, festivals and farming methods efc.

-~

B 5 onc of the major means of studyin

Keywords: Folk literature, culture, tribal, folklore, traditions, folk people, folktales....

! . India is the Jand where tradition and culture of different groups mingle. Still today many
g traditional folk groups have scattered on various places. But their attributed folk culture has beca

sl fading due to development, civilization and globalization. Efforts have been,made to civilize these
-~ people but their diverse culture slotted in during this process. Real fact is that knowledge of the

generations is comprised in the culture of these people living in the woods, rural, remote and
WP sccluded places. Recently the study of Jija Sonawane on the Bhilli folk people of Malegaon Tehsil
i Proves to be vital and constructive. Her recently published book, Bhilli Loksahitya/ Bhilli Folk
___ Literature, enlightens not only folk literature but also their diverse culture, Dr. Sonawane is ¢
;rcsidcnt of Malegaon Tehsil as well as it is the place of her research work. Since her childhood, sh¢
had been observed the life of Bhilli farm labourers working at her own fields. She easily &

5% acquainied with their beliefs, faith, values, their behavioural pattern and life style. So she b

expressed the Bhilli j THg———— '

£, :}‘;nfss Bhilli world with affinity rather to cxpress polite ethnicity, She has been made
efforts to conserve the verbal knowledge of these illiterate Bl folk groups

M_,.-'s‘ Thc bo S [] .
2 ok unfolds the cultural intertwing of one ol the colossal folk group of B¢

e f0lk tales expresses folk princinlec '
.“ v i ‘ ; 1 : ' v " :
‘ principles, Dr, Sonawane emphasized the folk principles rovealed Y

- pressed the Jife of Bhillas throtgh their myths and song®

7]
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environment, life expee '
pectancy, faiths, values and beliefs, Apart from i1, sl h i
, 8he has introduced

i 1ese folk g T
f k groups, their rituals, musical instraments, methods of const
' - onstructing thesc

1 instruments ctc. Th »
Ica ¢ book unfolds translation of folk tales and gongs into Marathi
: raint

b
-

apc and expresses its fer ™
| ‘ﬁg:{fl ) .I - features which clearly elaborate the preserved verbal conventions of
" harashtrian folk group through m - (
any cenluries. The pre ’

wﬁui folk tales. Folk tales are m : prescn recatch paper focuses mainly

: o s ost popular in folk life, Since ancicent times, folk tales have
, a significan \

_aplayes : g t role in the folklore. Tales were the medium fo alleviate the pain and entertain

“men and women of ¢ 3

men of all ages. Folklore educator, Mr. Madhukar Wakodc writcs about folktales as

Human scttlements scttled on the banks of rivers and people find their hope as a story.

‘ > . ity = P s «T1ly
- J’l‘hcre is an ancient tradition of folklore in India. In the early days, folklore was used 10
D & fain the conduct of religion and to impart religious knowledge. The tradition of such stories can
~wibeitold from the Vedic period. Many references of these stories. are found in the Vedas and

Upnishadas. The collection of Indian folktales, Panchatantra has a unique place in folk literature.
orated the uniqueness of Bhilli folktales in her book. Few

Jija Sonawane has also perfectly elab
traditions,

ﬁ;ales are taken into account to illustrate these people’s nature oriented lifestyle,
ﬁl’als; festivals and farming methods etc. :
God. It summarizes as, the

e - : s d P~
s ~The first folktale is entitled as Dongrya Dev. 1t means Mountain
shepherd was worried. He

ow. The cow could not found‘un.til the night. The
ded. He saw cows grazing at the foot of the mountain. He
Jlowed them. As the cows climbed the

‘js‘hepherd has lost his ¢
started looking at the cow and procee
zught my cow would be in a herd of these cows. He fo

b g’u&iﬂ, they entered a cavern. The cdwboy followed thqm. Suddenly the cavern’s door closed.
“%ﬁ“@“‘b}op]e in the shepherd’s house. kept waiting for him all night. Everyone was worried. They
zfa?k;d the Bhagat, @ devotee. He told that Mountain God has locked him and his cow into a cavern

th his people. He had to be worshipped duly. Bhillas

d of the Mountain. is angry wi
ountain under the guidance of the devotee. Then the shepherd and the cow came
he fentures of the story are every year; these people

ives. This

, .becaqsc the Go

out of the caver Everyonc was happy. T
od so that such calamitics do not enter in their |

%cglebra;e ﬂxp‘fcstiy’a'l Rf the mountain G |
e to ryvrefcrs to the traditional busincss of Bhilli people. It describes the important place of a Bhagat
"‘5.” 4% . g . . ' .

o Sonawanc has informed in detail about the role of a Bhagat

me the problems. Dr.
iis conduct, his indispensable education,
ture worshipping reveals the enduring power of these

his incantation, medicinal plants and roots,
people. They live

10 overco

%brstﬁppcr'), ”
et or remedies €(C Na
_in the company of n
‘ pe e

ature and worshipped its clements. It tells the simple minded and superstitious
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g..m;nv,romcnt, life expectancy, faiths, values and belicfs, Apart from it, she has introduced

 deities of these folk groups, their rituals, musical instruments, methods of constructing these
%aﬂl instruments cic. The book unfolds translation of folk tales and songs - into Marat'hi.
Wm‘gc and cf(prcsscs its features which clenrly clabortc the preserved verbal conventions of
' .élf.alfamshman folk group through many centurics, The present rescarch paper focuses mainly
hilli folk tales. Folk tales arc most popular in folk life. Since ancicnt times, folk tales have

played a significant role in the folklore. Tales were the medium fo alleviate the pain and entertain

men and women of all ages. Folklore educator, Mr. Madhukar Wakodc writes about folktales as
Human scttlements settled on the banks of rivers and people find their hope as a story.

_ 7. There is an ancient tradition of folklore in India, In the early days, folklore was used 10 '«
explain the conduct of religion and to impart religious knowledge. The tradition of such stories can
be told from the Vedic period. Many references of these stories are found in the Vedas and
ifﬁfzishadas. The collection of Indian folktales, Panchatantra has a unique place in folk literature.

- Jija Sonawane has also perfectly elaborated the uniqueness of Bhilli folktales in her book. Few
folktalg:s are taken into account to illustrate these people’s nature oriented lifestyle, traditions,

nfuals dfesnvals and farming methods etc.

The first folktale is entitled as Dongrya Dev.??means Mountain God. It summarizes as, the
shepherd has lost his cow. The cow could not found until the night. The shepherd was worried. He
started looking at the cow and proceeded. He saw cows grazing at the foot of the mountain. He
thought my cow would be in a herd of these cows. He followed them. As the cows climbed the

mountam, they entered a cavern. The cowboy followed them. Suddenly the cavern’s door closed.

The people in the shepherd’s house kept waiting for him all night. Everyone was worried. They
tas‘ﬁ:cd the Bhagat a devotee. He told that Mountain God has locked him and his cow into a cavern

because the God of the Mountain is angry with his people. He had to be worshipped duly. Bhillas

worshiped the mountain under the guidance of the devotee. Then the shepherd and the cow came

ont of the cavern. Everyon¢ was happy. The features of the story are every year; these people
celebrate the festival of the mountain God so that such calamities do not enter in their lives. This
story refers {0 the traditional business of Bhilli people. It describes the important place of a Bhagat
‘to~overcome the problems. Dr. Sonawane has informed in detail about the role of a Blagat
,(worshlppcr) his conduct, his indispensable education, his incantation, medicinal plants and roots,
_amulets oF remedics etc. Nature worshipping reveals the enduring power of these people. They live

in the company of nature and worshipped its clements, It tells the simple minded and superstitious

attitude of these people.
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' %’*’ : The second story entitled as Chandanpurina Khandoba. 1t describes the profession of Bh”li

people. Every yecar, Chandanpuri has a big pilgrimage. Rveryone was in a hurry (o trave] for

pilgrimage. God was watching it all. God decided to test people for who is good ang Vittugy,

*ﬁ among them. God dug n Girna pit, A sheep was thrown into it and disguised him as a shepherg He
was begging everyone (o help him get his sheep out, But no one paid any attention to him, One op

-

the Bhilla stopped and inquired the shepherd. Ho helped and descended into the pit. God Pleasey
4 3 \:hc Bhilla and blessed them to use his Bhandara to their animalg for getting cure from any discage,
‘* This story reflects the blind beliel of these people that God tested the common man. God pleageg
to help one another in public, He is not in a temple but he is ins!idc the living creatures. It alg,

shows Bhilli people’s fascination with animals. Khandoba at Chandanpuri in Malegaon taluka js

the adorable deity of the whole Maharashtra, It is the regional dcity of all castes and tribes,

Third story is entitled as Yeda Bagda. The story elaborates the quality of being good nature,

b . Inavillage, there lived Patil and Patlin (Mrs. Patil). They had children, but they did not work. Pati|
had a lot of buffalo. No one grazes their fodder. They kept Bhillas son for work. He was a little bit

mentally retarded fellows. He also had a buffalo of his own, Patil sent him along with all buffaloes

to the cowshed near the mountain, Buffaloes were grazed all day long and locked in the cowshed at

night. No one came to give him bread for so long. So the boy started to starve. Whenever he was

so hungry, he would go to the temple of Mahadeva and sit there crying. Goddess Parvati felt sorry

for the boy. She requested Mahadeva to do something for him. The boy used to feed most of the

buffaloes. But only his buffalo began to get stronger. Patlin with the help of her kids killed that

buffalo and threw it to: the mountain. The boy saw his buffalo died and started crying. Later he

took the buffalo skin to the market for sale. At night, he took the buffalo skin and sat on a large

Banyan tree. At midnight, two thieves arrived and they. bégan to divide the gold and silver. The

) buffalo skin was released by the child and fell exactly on the thieves. The thieves fled with horror
of a ghost. The boy returned with all gold and silver and told he got it by selling his buffalo skin.

Patil’s sons alsc? !gillcd their all buffaloes and went to the market for selling buffalo skin, People

fooled them. Patil’s children started crying and got mad. Here the mentally retarded boy became

wise and lived a happy life with the blessings of God Mahadeva, This story tells the readers good

~ behavior brings good fruit and let no one be Jealous of anyonc. Honesty is the best Policy, The
result of hatred and jealousy is degradation.
These tales dictates the folk illusions or blind belicfs prevalent in Bhilli people, their

‘responses, their attitudes and behaviour, Jija Sonawanc had not only diagnosed the folk illusions or

blind beliefs prevalent in Bhillj society but she has stated to increase the literacy among these

UGC CARE Listed Journal s AkShAr Wangmay
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[o "ordcr to abandon the ovil customs and superstitions, Besides, the author }ms cx
‘mractcmhcs of Bhilli folk literature, She hns observed folk tales and Bhilli sentiments through
i folk songs, sincerity and naturalness, dramatic occasional illustrations, prodigy or genius,
Ie iture intensity with examples. The discussion claborates the expression of Bhilli feminine
' 'Its, adornment and love through their folk literature. She has summarized the literary

tes of their idioms, proverbs and riddles. The book claborates a complete study of simple,

{wna_;y;e oriented life of one of the huge folk group of Maharashtra which proves to be an important
‘document for two different research ficlds like folk litcrature and folk culture. The present book is
as od reference material for the rescarchers in the field of folk life of Bhilli group, one of the

of Indian society still living a different kind of lifestyle than the civilized culture. It acquaints -
-> N "0

wi

((the common neaders to our own communal kmsman

& GEAC oo abandor Y
<! . ' B

43 ; : ‘Smce Indiais a story lover country, folklore has a huge unpact on socxety ‘Folk literature is
.one of the major means of studymg the different colour cultures of tnbals Tribal languages are
Mts. They have no script. For hundreds of years people have been spreading these stories

mﬂym groups. Folklores are a strong | foundatlon of these folk tradltlons Bhil folklo_;e is no.

epnon to this.
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